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Jitirut Thanuakarapat (THA)
leading the team onto
court – TOTAL BWF World
Championships 2017.
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PREPARE YOURSELF
IN THE MOST
EFFICIENT WAY…
Due to COVID-19, the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
and Paralympic Games will take place under
very unusual and restrictive conditions.
Selected BWF Technical Officials will
definitely have to follow many safety
protocol measures, both before and
during the Games.
Daily temperature and PCR tests are
among the counter measures they will
have to follow.

In that context, with the goal of high
performance, mental preparation and
concentration will be essential so that
they are not negatively affected by this
strange environment.
BWF Technical Officials will officiate fewer
matches during the Games than at HSBC
BWF World Tour Tournaments.
Therefore, each and every single match
requires preparation in terms of alertness,

concentration, teamwork, and team spirit.
Each match is special, so enter your bubble
and be fully focused on your match.
Reactivity is also important from a referee
point of view. The TV broadcasters have
invested heavily for the TV rights and they
desire a great presentation on every court,
including continuous play and/or issues to be
resolved quickly and appropriately.
Enjoy the Games!
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Artur Zaluzhnoi
(EST)

REFEREE UPDATE
By Jane Wheatley
Chair – BWF Referee Assessment Panel
Remembering Our Peers
In a sad moment and in quiet reflection
we share the loss of dear friends
Mr. Sudhakar Vemuri (IND), Jitirut
Thanuakarapat (THA) and Jorgen Pedersen
(SUI). Our badminton world allowed us
the opportunities to work with, and enjoy
the company of, these special people.
Our thoughts are with their families.
Little Steps and Giant Strides
The BWF Events department, under
the direction of Darren Parks, Events
Director, have had to take small steps
as they navigate our way through this
pandemic and the dire effects on our
tournament calendar. However, when I
look back over the past five years, we
have actually taken giant strides forward
in many areas of governance that stand
us in good stead for when we get back to
the badminton world we know and love.

Further Education
I apologise for my lack of communication
with you over the past eighteen months.
Despite all efforts, COVID-19 has shut
us down, giving very little opportunity
to any of you to be assigned to regular
refereeing duties. Doors have opened but
then firmly shut and events postponed.
However, in an endeavour to keep you
updated, refreshed and revitalised, we have
been preparing presentations for upcoming
online workshops for BWF Referees. During
the months of July and August 2021 we
will be holding two workshops covering
the topics of scheduling and tournament
programming. The workshops will be
presented by our Semi Professional team
with interaction from the office where
needed to ensure we are fully covering the
Tournament Programme requirements.
With consideration of time zones, the
workshops will be held in two continental
segments: one for Europe/PanAm/
Africa, and one for Asia/Oceania. You

will receive notification from Suva when
these workshops will be organised.
2021 BWF AGM
At the recent BWF AGM Council members
were elected for a four-year term. Our
colleague, Sven Serré (BEL), BWF Certificated
Umpire and BWF Technical Official
Commission representative for Badminton
Europe, was elected to BWF Council. We
extend our congratulations to Sven and
look forward to having a voice, on behalf of
our BWF Technical Officials, on Council.
On-court Behaviour
It was interesting to note that at the BWF
Annual General Meeting, the recurring
issues of continuous play and on-court
behaviour of players were raised by Members.
Delaying tactics such as wandering around
the court, screaming and loud outbursts by
players are becoming the norm, while the
umpire sits in the chair taking little action.
Continued on next page
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▸ “Withdrawal Report” will add
an extra column to indicate “No
Show” or “Withdrawn”.

Julien Nys (BEL)

Retirement Package
We all retire and it is important that our
BWF Technical Officials are duly recognised
at their final BWF assignment. To this
end, I am very pleased to advise that the
BWF will formally present a package to
the retiring BWF Technical Officials early
in the tournament week, or whenever
the whole TO contingent is present.
We will also be recognising newly
appointed BWF TOs at the first
BWF tournament they officiate.
Continued from Page 3
As Referee of a tournament, it is your
responsibility to deal with this, firstly at the
Team Managers’ Meeting and then at the
Umpire Briefing. We have the tools in our
arsenal to stop this behaviour in its tracks:
▸ Law 16.1: “Play shall be continuous
from the first service until the
match is concluded”
▸ Law 16.4.1: “Under no circumstances shall
play be delayed to enable a player to recover
strength or wind or to receive advice”
▸ Law 16.6.1: “A player shall not deliberately
cause delay in, or suspension of play”
▸ Law 16.6.3 and Law 16.6.4: “A player
shall not behave in an offensive manner,
or be guilty of misconduct not otherwise
covered by the Laws of Badminton”
▸ Law 16.7: Provides the umpire with the
authority to administer breaches of the
Laws above by issuing warnings, faults,
and even reporting the offender to the
Referee in view of disqualification.
These Laws are further elaborated on in the
Instructions to Technical Officials (ITTOs):
▸ ITTO 5.9.1.7: On misconduct… (“…
celebrating excessively or offensive…
excessive screaming...”)
▸ ITTO 5.11.1: On delay… (“…any
unnecessary walk around the court…”)
I would also draw your attention to reading
through the Players’ Code of Conduct.
The reality is that the finger is pointed at
us BWF Technical Officials for not doing

enough to control the gamesmanship
and antics of the players, and it
is simply getting out of hand.
Players, along with their coaches and
team managers, will push the boundaries
if we let them, so we must do our job to
protect not only the opposition player
who is on the receiving end of these
tactics, but also to uphold the good name,
integrity and presentation of our sport.

On behalf of our family of BWF Referees,
very best wishes are extended to our Tokyo
2020 Olympic Games Referee Team of
Carsten Koch (GER), David Chang (TPE),
Lynne Nixey (NZL) and Yves Cote (CAN) for
an enjoyable and successful competition.

360-Degree Scoring and Grading
At our BWF Referee Assessment
Panel meeting held in May 2021, and
in cooperation with the BWF Umpire
Assessment Panel, a final decision was
made on the scoring and grading within
the 360-Degree Appraisal System,
including a slight change to the scoring.
In future, the numerical scoring will range
from “3” to “10”, as it was decided that
scores of “1” and “2” were not relevant.
“Poor” cannot get any “poorer”!

Cleopatra
Monco (ITA)

Standardisation of Reporting
There will be slight changes
to the instructions within the
Referee Report template:
▸ Under the section “Tournament
Evaluation” please revert to the
old system of actually giving
information that will be helpful
to the referee next year.
▸ The “Incident Report Form” will become
an appendix to the Referee Report
rather than having it as the last page.
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UMPIRE UPDATE
By Malcolm Banham,
Chair – BWF Umpire Assessment Panel

positive comments received I am sure we
will be holding more of these workshops
in the future.

Using Your Appraisal Notes to Prepare

A recording of the workshop has been
shared with all BWF Umpires. Should
you have any questions regarding any
standardisation topic, please contact me.

If there is anything in your appraisal notes that
you are still not sure how to rectify, please get
in touch and one or more members of the
BWF Umpire Assessment Panel can discuss
this with you. The more we all talk together the
more consistent we become as a team.

Continuous Play

Stay Up to Date

There was excellent discussion on the very
prevalent topic of delay, evidenced most
noticeably by the growing length of time
between rallies, and the difficulty managing
it. While it can be difficult, we have the tools
we need in the Laws and ITTO; we just need
to learn how best to deal with it.

Please remember to read the Laws and ITTO
regularly as there are often changes you need
to keep up with. One of these recent changes
relate to a player being late back on court; it is
not now a mandatory red card.

Remembering A Dear Friend
Once again it is sad to report the loss of our
dear friend and well-respected colleague
and a top BWF Certificated Umpire Jitirut
Thanuakarapat (THA). A pleasure to work
with, and with always a smile on her face,
she will be sadly missed. Please join me in
expressing our condolences to Jitirut’s family.
BWF Umpire Virtual Workshop
Thank you to all who gave up their time to
attend the BWF Umpire Virtual Workshop
on 19 June 2021, which was designed to
gain more consistency amongst us all. I
was pleased to see so much involvement
by the participants, leading to very
productive discussions, and from the

A key strategy is to set your intentions early
in the match; do not leave it until the last
game to start.

As always, I look forward to seeing you all soon,
and to the BWF Umpires who have the privilege
to be officiating at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and
Paralympic Games, please stay safe and have
a wonderful experience.

2021 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS,
WORKSHOPS AND APPRAISALS
As of 01 July 2021 – calendar subject to change

Date

Activity

Location

Country

Tournament

09 Oct - 17 Oct
2021

Referee Appraisals, Umpire Appraisals, Umpire Workshop
and Umpire Assessment for BWF Level

Aarhus

DEN

TotalEnergies BWF Thomas & Uber Cup Finals 2021

19 Oct - 24 Oct
2021

Umpire Appraisals, Umpire Workshop and Umpire
Assessment for BWF Level

Odense

DEN

VICTOR Denmark Open 2021
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NEIL CAMERON
- QUALITY IN REFEREEING
AND LEADERSHIP
By Torsten Berg,
Member – BWF Referee
Assessment Panel
Neil Cameron was a young
Honorary Secretary of the
Scottish Badminton Union
when he was elected to the
International Badminton
Federation (now BWF) in
1983. He followed a proud
tradition of Scotsmen, in
particular David Bloomer and
Sir Craig Reedie, offering a
very major contribution to our
federation. Neil's background
in mathematics and his
professional experience at
IBM enabled him, during
his tenure as a BWF Council
Member and Vice-President
from 1989, as well as Director
of Tournaments and finally CEO
from 1998 to 2003, to help
modernise the administration
and professionalise the
performance of the Technical
Officials and federation office.
When Arthur Jones (ENG), as
Chairman of the International

Championships and
Tournaments Committee (ICT) in
the mid-1980s decided to take
refereeing from the traditional
role of the referee as being more
or less a position used to honor
a distinguished senior official
to become the hands-on leader
of the tournament, his first step
was to recruit BWF Council
colleagues with similar spirit to
follow his ideas and endeavours.
Neil Cameron was one of the
first to follow “King” Arthur's
ideas, and an outstanding
example for the next generations
of BWF trained referees.
Neil Cameron brought to Council
an on-court background as
an experienced international
umpire, having officiated the
top national and international
events in Scotland including
the 1970 Commonwealth
Games in Edinburgh. So, he
was an obvious choice for
Arthur Jones to serve as his
deputy to learn what were
the ideas that should reform
the approach to refereeing.

Madam Lu and Neil Cameron

Neil's practical badminton
experience and professional
education were used very
efficiently, when he designed
and led the first BWF Referee
training course in Kuala Lumpur,
MAS, together with fellow Council
members Roger Johansson
(SWE) and me. Candidates
from all parts of the world were
trained and subsequently given
recognition as BWF Referees.
Some of them served with us
for many years, while others
never refereed internationally.
In later training, we included
both a test and a practical exam

before the trainees were given
the grade, and consequently,
nearly everyone who passed
has also served; most of
them until retirement age.
The skills that Neil Cameron
brought to refereeing were
well used in the top BWF
tournaments. He directed the
BWF World Championships,
Thomas & Uber Cup, and
Sudirman Cup in the following
years. At badminton’s debut
as a medal sport in the
Continued on next page
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BWF Staff with Neil Cameron and Madam Lu (centre)

Continued from Page 6
Barcelona 1992 Olympic Games, Neil
served as deputy to Roger Johansson and
the same pair looked after the Centennial
1996 Atlanta Olympic Games. Many of
those who attended a BWF or Continental
Confederation training course gained
valuable experience by working as deputy
to Neil and having him as a role model.
For me, the BWF World Championships
1993 in Birmingham, ENG--the first major
event in the National Indoor Arena where
so many All England Championships
have been held since--where I served as
deputy to Neil was a true eye-opener.
Neil quickly moved up the BWF Council
ladder. He followed Poul-Erik Nielsen (DEN)
and Roy Ward (AUS) as Chair of the Rules
and Laws Committee, corresponding more
or less to the Administration Committee
today. He used his professional IT
experience to facilitate the introduction of
e-mail communication in the federation
- now and already for years a trivial tool,
but 30 years ago quite revolutionary.
Having an ICT Chairman, Jeff Robson
(NZL), in Auckland, New Zealand in a time
zone many hours ahead of the BWF’s
office in Cheltenham, ENG, this was
obviously an extremely smart move.
Another brainchild of Neil's was the
computerised World Ranking List that we
today take for granted, but in those days put
badminton ahead of most other sports and
solved eternal discussions on seedings. In
the Rules and Laws Committee he insisted
on simple Laws and regulations, leaving
room for the technical officials to use their
common sense and short, sharp wording.
We used to say that we earned a dollar every
time we cut a sentence shorter by one word!

In 1996, BWF Executive Director and
Secretary General, David Shaw (ENG)
headhunted Neil Cameron to a new position
as the BWF Director of Tournaments.
BWF was on a fast track in those days,
fuelled to a large extent by the additional
income arriving as a result of our
participation in the Olympic Games. However,
soon the Asian financial crisis in 1997 hit
badminton hard and put a break to many
of the initiatives that Neil wanted to start.
One major achievement, that, years later we
have benefitted from, is the Organisation
Manual he authored. Using simple English,
many practical examples and questions to
the reader, the manual was a great tool in
the training of TOs. The illustrations by fellow
Council Member Cedric Baxter (AUS) - a
professional artist and cartoonist--helped
make the manual popular worldwide.

Council operations also grew increasingly
political, in 2003 causing Neil Cameron to
resign from BWF and follow his other sporting
love, orienteering. He had already for years
been a keen and successful competitor in
this sport--and still is--but he also took up
positions as General Secretary of British
Orienteering and later as Chairman.

In 1998, when David Shaw resigned,
Neil Cameron was the obvious choice as
his successor as Executive Director and
Secretary General. While it was a loss to no
longer to have him as Tournament Director,
the Technical Officials still could
enjoy having one of our own
as the top official at BWF.
During Neil's tenure at
the helm, he managed to
expand and modernise the
administration to help and
support the Council and in
particular the Committee
Chairs, moving the burden
of trivial jobs away from
them to their counterparts
in Cheltenham, and thus
making the federation
much more efficient.
In this period, however,
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TOWARDS
THE TOKYO 2020
PARALYMPIC GAMES

By Torsten Berg, Member – BWF
Para Badminton Commission

All eyes are on badminton's first appearance
in the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, truly
an historic occasion. I envision it will be like
our experiences at badminton’s debut at the
Barcelona 1992 Olympic Games, that those of
us who were there will never forget. The rest of
us will have to do with televised drama, likely
with a better view of what really happens.
Before we get so far, we shall just remind
you of recent, relevant developments. At
the BWF AGM on 22 May 2021, Paul Kurzo
(SUI) was re-elected unopposed for another
four years as BWF Vice President for Para
Badminton. Paul has also been reappointed as
Chairman of the Para Badminton Committee
and Commission. We look forward to further
steady progress with Paul at the helm. Wayne
Somers, who served as Deputy Chair of both
the Committee and the Commission did not
stand again after eight years in these two
positions and a total of 16 years on BWF

Council. We owe Wayne a big vote of thanks
for his contribution, and gratefully accept
his offer of continued support, particularly
for para badminton in Pan America and his
homeland Canada. The new Deputy Chair of
the Para Badminton Committee is Pilar Carrillo
(PER), whom we welcome to the job after
many years spent as the Secretary General
of the Pan Am Badminton Confederation!
At the recently held BWF Technical Official
Commission meetings there were not much
news in the para badminton area. The
process of integration between para and other
badminton, both in the technical officials’ area
and elsewhere, will continue, though it has
been substantially delayed due to COVID-19,
including the familiarisation of BWF Referees
and Umpires with so few tournaments played.
Worthy to note that newly elected BWF
Council Member Sven Serré (BEL) - well
known and highly appreciated as one
of our best BWF Certificated Umpires
and also new Deputy Chair of the Events

Committee - showed his interest in the para
game and also has committed himself to
become acquainted with umpiring para
badminton. A most welcome development!

Back to the Paralympics… Surely, it will be
history in the making. However, all assigned
technical officials will experience very strict
COVID-19 protocols. They may not see
much else than the competition venue and
the hotel, and in both places, movement
will be restricted. Please also note that the
accommodation probably will be in a rather
modest hotel. Even a large capital city like
Tokyo will be overwhelmed with the influx
of visitors at the Olympics and Paralympics,
and so technical officials will hardly be first
priority when hotels are distributed. The tourist
experience that we have had at previous
Olympic Games will not be repeated in Tokyo.
Nevertheless, we are in for a unique
experience and can look forward
to the 90 players in 14 events
make history for badminton.
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JORGEN ERIK
PEDERSEN
By Peter Meszaros,
President – Swiss
Badminton Umpires
Association

He empowered and
encouraged many others in
their further development,
always remaining humble.

A serious illness has taken
a good friend from us far too
soon. But his enthusiasm will
live on in us for years to come—
in Switzerland and beyond.

There are countless friends in
the badminton community who
knew him, appreciated him,
and already miss him dearly.

As a Badminton Europe
Certificated Umpire and later
also as a BWF Line Judge,
he successfully represented
Switzerland at numerous
prestigious international
tournaments and was
respected for his performance.

Message from his wife,
Yvonne Pedersen:
"Please keep this image in
mind when you think of him.
One of the happiest moments
of his life was participating
in his son's wedding and the
birth of his two grandchildren."

JITIRUT
THANUAKARAPAT
By Badminton Asia Confederation
Known for her kindness, humour, and consideration of others,
Jitirut Thanukarapat (THA) was referred as "mama" for her
care for others on and off the court, as well as helping guide
her umpire colleagues with her extensive experience.
Umpiring highlights included:
▸ London 2012 Olympic Games
▸ 2010 China Open
▸ 2014 Korea Open
▸ 2018 Asian Games
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SUDHAKAR VEMURI

By Badminton Asia Confederation
Sudhakar Vemuri (IND) was born
in 1949, in Telangana, India.
He got his start in badminton at the
age of 22 years, and in his own words,
“It was too late to be a player, and so
I concentrated as an umpire.”
Having been attracted to officiating,
Sudhakar took voluntary retirement from
his employer to pursue his passion, and
what an officiating resume he built!
He is the only Indian to officiate three
consecutive Olympic Games (1992,
1996 & 2000), three BWF Thomas
& Uber Cup Finals, three BWF World
Championships, and two Asian Games.
In addition, he conducted numerous training
and certification courses for umpires and

mentoring sessions for certified umpires
at different levels throughout his 40 years
of badminton community service.
After his umpiring career at Badminton Asia
and BWF, he served as a referee, a member of
the BWF Umpire Assessment Panel, and most
recently as the Deputy Chair of the Badminton
Asia Technical Officials Committee.

A recipient of the BWF Distinguished
Service Award in recognition of his role
as a mentor for BWF Umpires, Sudhakar
will fondly be remembered for his integrity
and his proficiency with the Laws and
regulations, for almost four decades.
He is survived by his wife Subhalakshmi
and daughters Sowmya and Sindhura.
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